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to their cruel oppression the people were poor; now,
as life and property are secure, under the belief that it
will add to their bliss in heaven, many have built temples
in the holy city, or lavished gifts upon the priests who
minister in those already existing. There is, however,
no solidarity in Hinduism. A temple of costly material
and beautiful workmanship is allowed to go to ruin
whilst a new one is being erected by its side. No one
will give money to restore the structure another has
raised. The erection of the one falling down has done
its work in obtaining merit for its builder, and instead
of repairing it, a man will construct another for which the
merit may be his own. There is no difficulty in obtain-
ing them ready made. Temples, each piece carved and
numbered for reconstruction, are on sale.

Some years ago the temples of Benares were officially
counted, and it was found that there were a thousand
within the city proper. This number has since increased.
Although most of them are of comparatively modern
date, many shrines remain, where for centuries there has
been a constant stream of worshippers. The pundits in
Benares say that Ganesa is worshipped in 56 places,
Yogani in 64, Durga in 9, Bhairava in 8, Siva in
ii, Vishnu in i, the Sun in 12, which date from the
mythical period when Devodas, the Raja of Benares,
was prevailed upon to allow the gods to return to their
ancient home from which he had expelled them. As
the people believe that these deities, though differing in
character and appearance, are varied representatives of the
One, they accumulate many idols in a building. There
will be the chief image in the place of honour, and others
in niches in the walls ; sometimes they are arranged in
rows on the ground within the temple enclosure. And
in some cases these subordinate deities receive equal, if